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Example Submission on the Arms Act Bill 2025 – from a New Zealand hunter
You must make your submission here:
https://www3.parliament.nz/en/ECommitteeSubmission/54SCJUST_SCF_E30C016E-D93C-439D-8EFA-08DE360DAD5F/CreateSubmission
It must be made by Monday, 16 Feb 2026
[drafting notes: copy and paste into the submission portal and update and edit to fit your views and what you agree with]

I am a recreational hunter, shooter, and a firearms licence holder. [Add more about me here and my background, if you want].
I support this Bill and appreciate the Government taking the time to revisit firearms law. 
After the changes made since 2019, many hunters and shooters have felt that firearms regulation became too regulated, overly complex, and disconnected from everyday lawful use. This Bill is a step in the right direction, and I want it to succeed.
However, I do not believe the Bill goes far enough to fix the problems hunters have experienced over the past five years. With some practical improvements, it could be fairer, clearer, and more effective while still keeping the public safe. 
In that regard, I support the submission made by the New Zealand Deerstalkers Association Inc, which reflects my views and the concerns of many ordinary hunters. I also support the submission of COLFO.
Firearms are a normal and legitimate part of life for many New Zealanders. For hunters, they are essential tools for food gathering, recreational hunter, range and target shooting, conservation work, and outdoor recreation. In rural areas they are also used for humane stock management and pest control. These uses are lawful, responsible, and well understood. The law should reflect that reality, rather than treating firearms ownership as inherently suspect.
I support strong licensing of people and agree that the focus should remain on ensuring licence holders are fit and proper, trained, and responsible. 
I am particularly concerned about [pick from the list of key items – see below] [licensing delays and inconsistent decision-making] [rising fees and compliance costs] [privacy and data security risks associated with the firearms register] [lack of access to safe and practical shooting ranges for training and sight-in]. These issues affect real people and undermine confidence in the system.
I support the shift to Justice, the appointment of an independent CEO, and the introduction of an independent licensing review panel, provided it has real decision-making power and people retain the right to go to court where necessary. New Zealanders should always have the right to access fair justice, as it is essential when decisions affect someone’s ability to hunt, work, or participate in their community.
Overall, I support this Bill and want it to pass, but I believe it can and should be improved to better recognise lawful firearms use, focus regulation on real risk, and restore trust with the hunting community.
[Optional] [I wish to make an oral submission.] / [I do not wish to make an oral submission and request that my personal information be withheld and redacted.]
[ends]

List of Ideas and Key Points – pick or add more about what you care about
I submit that the Bill would be materially strengthened by the following improvements:
1. I submit that the purpose section should include a clear statement recognising that firearms may be lawfully possessed and used by fit and proper persons for legitimate purposes, including hunting, pest and biosecurity control, sport, competition, collection, and heritage.
1. I submit that references framing firearms ownership solely as a “privilege” should be removed or amended and replaced with language recognising lawful possession subject to proportionate regulation.
1. I support that the fit and proper test is the appropriate way to control who accesses and uses firearms, and future regulation and control should not be necessary.
1. I submit that the Act should include an express obligation on decision-makers to act proportionately, reasonably, and consistently, with reference to evidence.
1. I submit that statutory decision-making timeframes should be imposed on the regulator, equivalent to those imposed on licence holders.
1. I submit that written reasons should be required for any extension of regulatory decision-making timeframes.
1. I submit that all statutory grace periods relating to repairs, modifications, and transfers should be extended from 7 days to 15 days to reflect real-world logistics.
1. I submit that the initial firearms licence should be issued for a term of 10 years, consistent with standard licence durations, reflecting the heightened scrutiny applied at entry and the absence of evidence that shorter initial terms improve public safety outcomes.
1. I submit that routine inspections of licence holders and licensed businesses should require reasonable notice unless urgency is demonstrably justified.
1. I submit that the term “immediate supervision” should be defined in the Act to ensure consistent interpretation and enforcement.
1. I submit that import permit requirements for standard firearms should be limited to major firearm parts only, excluding accessories and non-critical components.
1. I submit that the Act should expressly confirm the ability of firearms licence holders to manufacture firearm parts for their personal use, where they are lawfully entitled to possess the firearm.
1. I submit that offences relating to possession of blueprints or technical information should be narrowed to require clear evidence of intent and preparatory acts toward unlawful manufacture.
1. I submit that magazine capacity limits for standard firearms should removed, as not justified.
1. I submit that licensing requirements should not apply to museum staff who do not handle, unlock, or operate firearms and only supervise secured displays.
1. I submit that gang members should be explicitly disqualified from holding firearms licences, aligning regulatory focus with known risk factors.
1. I submit that the non-pistol clubs and ranges sections and regulations should be removed and repealed, as their regulation was not connected to any health and safety risks to either the community and individuals. Shooting ranges are essential in supporting training, competitions, and hunter education.
1. I submit that the Act should include a specific exemption recognising experienced hunters as “pest and biosecurity controllers” who are fit and proper persons, hold long-term firearms licences more than 10 years, and are current members of a shooting club with access to a safe shooting range, allowing lawful use of appropriate firearms when engaged by the Department of Conservation or other authorised agencies.
1. I submit that lawful recreational hunter and game animal management activities should be expressly recognised as legitimate purposes under the Act.
1. I submit that, in the first instance, the Firearms Register should be removed and a safety and privacy risk, and on balance more of a risk to individual licence holders and their families and the wider community, and failing that, direct access to the Firearms Register should be restricted to core regulatory and enforcement functions only.
1. I submit that, if the Firearms Register must remain, all Firearms Register access should be subject to auditable logs, strict purpose limitation, and individual accountability.
1. I submit that any expansion of Firearms Register access, if the Firearms Register is to remain, to general permitting agencies should require explicit Parliamentary approval.
1. I submit that the Act should establish a Licence Review Committee that is independent, merits-based, and empowered to confirm, vary, or overturn licensing decisions.
1. I submit that the Licence Review Committee should include members with practical firearms, hunting, and regulatory expertise.
1. I submit that the Act should preserve a clear right of appeal to the District Court to ensure access to independent judicial oversight. All New Zealanders have the right to natural justice and to access the court system.
1. I submit that, except where an immediate and serious public safety risk is demonstrated, the lodging of an appeal to a licensing decision should suspend the effect of the decision until determination.
1. I submit that firearms licensing fees should explicitly recognise the significant public benefit delivered by lawful firearms ownership, including pest and biosecurity control, conservation outcomes, food gathering, and community safety, and that this public benefit should be reflected through a minimum 50 % reduction in licensing and regulatory fees, with fees otherwise being transparent, non-punitive, and subject to stakeholder engagement.
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